
Who should I contact 
about EL services?

Thief River Falls School District is a 
WIDA consortium member. For more 

information go to www.wida.org.

Eng lish Learners 

Franklin Middle School    Lincoln High School

Challenger Elementary

Thief  River  Falls

School Dist r ict

www.t r f .k 12.mn.us

Lincoln High School: 
Kate Anderson

kate.anderson@myprowler.org

Franklin Middle School  & 
Challenger Elementary:

Jade Haugen
jade.haugen@myprowler.org

Children that are able to listen, 
speak, read, and write in their 
native language are able to 

learn English more easily. The 
ability to communicate in 

multiple languages is a valuable 
skill in our society.



What is EL?
EL stands for English Learner. 
The purpose of the English Learner 
program is to help non-native English 
speakers gain the social and academic 
language needed to be successful in the 
mainstream classroom.

                Progress Reports 
Our EL teachers monitor students' 
progress in reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking skills. EL students are assessed 
each spring with the state test called the 
ACCESS test.
Additionally, students are given a district 
language proficiency test each fall and 
spring. The results of these assessments 
are shared with the students and also the 
parents at parent-teacher conferences.  

             

            How can parents help? 
Your children should continue using and 
learning their first language. You can teach 
your child many important things at home 
using in your first language that will help 
them at school. Here are some ways you 
can help without using English:

- Read to them and talk to them about 
what you're reading

- Tell them stories and ask them to retell 
the story

- Teach them to express their thoughts 
and feelings

How does the district identify students for 
the EL program?

All parents/guardians complete the Home 
Language Questionnaire as part of the 
school registration process. If the parent 
indicates a language other than English is 
spoken in the home, an EL teacher will 
assess the student to see if they qualify for 
English language instruction. The EL 
teacher will send home a Parent 
Notification form if the student qualifies for 
services.

  
   How long will my child need to take 
                     EL classes? 
Research says that it takes 1-3 years to 
acquire social language. However, it takes 
7-10 years to acquire academic language, 
which is our main focus. 
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